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THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING 

Ti111 e l11C. 's Arcl1iteclura,l Forum: 1.982-1.964 

.\ s c-xpla ined here la t month, this 
is to be 1he last issuc of ARc111-
TECTL RAL FoRL. ~r in its present 
form. Bul 1his is not the last you 
will hear about archi1ec1ure fro m 
foR G~r's cditors or from Time 

Inc. 
• Nexr month , foRTG:--E, its staff 
augmented by foR UM editors, 
"ili begin reponing more fully on 
architecrure and building around 

the world. 
• E,·ery month, T1ME and LrFE 
will continue their lively reponing 
of architccture and the shape and 
charac1cr of the American com-

111uni Ly. 
• Time Inc.'s book division, with 
the he lp or foRGM staff members, 
is considering publishing an an­
nua! rc,·icw o r the year's archi­
tectural accomplishmems. 
• And-who knows-others among 
foR i;,1's undaumed sta ff may one 
of thcse dar apply their journa l­
istic skills to creating a new maga­
ijnc on a rchi1ecture. 

Thus, this special doublc issue 
of foRUM-which reviews three 
decadcs o f archircctural develop­
ment, appra ises the current state 
of the art, and looks speculatively 
imo 1he future--is by no means 
the last word on the subj ec r. It is 
rather the last chapter in the 72-
year history o f one panicular 

magazine. 
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That history bcga n in J anuary, 
11392 with pub lication o f V olum e 
I , Nunibcr I of T hc flrickbuildcr, 
a 1hin, staicl jo11rn:il or 15 pagcs, 
wliosc g ray LCxt ttncl prcci~c dra ,,·­
ings rccorclecl 1he fanc icst brick­
"''rk or 1hc 1irncs. Not umi! 191 7 

was the more appropriate name 
Architect11ral Forum adoptecl. 

\Vider in scope than the olei 
Brickbuildcr. foRu ~1 was stili 
edited stric tl y far a rchitects. Then 
in 1932 Time Inc. purchased the 
magazine and assigned its edit ors 
a new n1ission: "to bring togerher 
around the centrai art and science 
of archi1ecture ali the m ajor in­
Auences which wi ll build America 
m the decades ahead." This 
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change from a proressiona l jour­
nal to an industry n,agazine 
broa clened foRu~r 's audience and 
i ts sphere or inAucncc to inclu de 
thc b11i lders, financiers, and own­
ers or buildi ngs as wcll as the 
d esigncrs. During the next threc 
decad es thc magazi ne's readersh ip 
in creasecl ten f o Id, 10 61,000-a 
gain that, unfonunatel)', dici not 
previde an economie success. 

M ore significan t than circulation 
growth, howcver, were FoRuu·s 
far-rcaching edi10ria l accomplish• 
mcnts during those d eradcs. These 
accomplishments you will find 
wovcn into D ouglas H askc ll's rc­
view o r the peri od ( p. 73). Six 
or thcm in pa rticular have lcft 
lasl ing marks on architec ture and 
1hc Amcrican scene. They a re rc­
corded brieny hcrr, a long II ith 
1he na mcs of 1he men who lcft 
last ing marks on the nrngazine. 

I . A11 architcc/ural revol11tir111. 
U nclcr 1hc inspiring leadership or 
l'ublishcr lfowa rd i\fyrrs, FoRu~•·s 
eclitoria l staff in the late 1930s 
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