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PUBLISHER’'S NOTE

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING

Taime Inc.’s Architectural Forum: 1952-1964

As explained here last month, this
s to be the last issue of ARCHI-
TECTURAL Forua In its present
form. But this i1s not the last you
will hear about architecture from
Forun’s editors or from Time
Inc.

) Next month, FORTUNE, its staft
augmented by Forum editors,
will begin reporting more fully on
architecture and building around
the world.

p Every month, Tive and LIFE
will continue their lively reporting
of architecture and the shape and
character of the American com-
munity.

p Time Inc.’s book division, with
the help of Foruar staff members,
is considering publishing an an-
nual review of the year’s archi-
tectural accomplishments.

) And—who knows—others among
Foruar's undaunted staff may one
of these days apply their journal-
istic skills to creating a new maga-
zine on architecture.

Thus, this special double 1ssue
of Foruar—which reviews three
decades of architectural develop-
ment, appraises the current state
of the art, and looks speculatively
mto the future—is by no means

“the last word on the subject. It 1s

rather the last chapter in the 72-

year history of one particular
magazine.
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That history began in January,
1892 with publication of Volume
I, Number 1 of The Brickbuilder,

a thin, staid journal of 15 pages,
whose gray text and precise draw-
ings recorded the fanciest brick-

work of the times. Not until 1917

was the more appropriate name

Architectural Forum adopted.
Wider in than the old

Brickbuilder, Forum was still

edited strictly for architects. Then

scope

in 1932 Time Inc. purchased the

magazine and assigned its editors
a new mission: to bring together
around the central art and science
of architecture all the major in-
fluences which will build America
decades This

in the ahead.”
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change from a professional jour-
nal to an industry magazine
broadened Foruat’s audience and
its sphere of influence to include
the builders, financiers, and own-
ers of buildings as well as the
designers. During the next three
decades the magazine's readership
increased tenfold, to 64,000—a
gain that, unfortunately, did not
provide an economic Success.
More significant than circulation
arowth, however, were I'oruM's
far-reaching editorial accomplish-
ments during those decades. These
accomplishments you will find
woven into Douglas Haskell’s re-
view of the period (p. 73). Six
of them in particular have left
lasting marks on architecture and
the American scene. They are re-
corded briefly here, along with
the names of the men who lelt
lasting marks on the magazine.
|. An architectural revolulion.
Under the inspiring leadership of
Publisher Howard Myers, FORuM 'S
editorial staff in the late 1930s
continued on page o
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SPECIAL ISSUE: ARCHITECTURE IN TRANSITION

/5 YEARS OF CHANGE—MOSTLY UNPREDICTED

A personal, and pointed, view of recent history

AN ARCHITECT'S SCRAPBOOK

The sceret dossier of an architectural seavengér

NEW WORK—A NEW STYLE?

CBES: symbol of strength

The word from Britain: Character
Connecticul prayer tent

Powerful laboratory wn Japan
Soaring chapel in Formosa
“Forlress™ dormitory in Seattle

Solid headqguarters in Virginia

A sinewy embassy i Dublin

Big eampus for Chicago

Mighty piers for a California church
A geometric chapel in New Mexico
Boldly massed lLibrary i Tokyo
Sweeping structures for the Olympics

-
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Light, form, and power: New work of Louis Kahn

CITIES—THE NEW SCALE

The Urban Emergency, and how it must be met
Philadelphia : Is urban renewal’s best good enough?
Howard County: A new approach to a new town

“Macrostructures” and the scale of tomorrow

LETTERS: 7Tributes to Forum

Evolution of IforuM logotyvpes;
design by Charlotte Winter

Cover:

36 Editorial, subsecription, and
advertising data.

236 Advertising index.
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